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WASHINGTON, Jan. 13.

MONG the social innovations
of the Eisenhower adminis- -
tration, the most intriguing -
nd least undelstood is the presi-
entlal stag party. About 600
guests from all over the country
ave attended 37 of these White
Touse affairs and the President
lans to continue them. Impos-
ble to crash and scrupulously
rivate except for unadorned an-
ouncements of the carefully re-
ﬁtucted guest lists, the stags
ave become a natlonal institu-
tion.

Who gets invited to these off-
the-record dinners? What is dis-
Jeussed at- them? What influence
do the parties have on the Pres-
ident? How does he. keep them
informal?

These ' questions are worth
Janswering because the
like most “new” developments

‘fedent, They bear no resem-

Jplance, for instance, to the care-
‘Eree male gatherings of the sames
;pame which wives who¥ack con-
Kact with the White House tra-
Jitionally suffer in greater or
{fesser silence. Or to such ex-
‘Flusive but plofessmnally polit-

cal assemblies of presidential
bronies as Andrew Jackson's

‘kitchen cabinet, Theodore Roose-

pelt’s tennis cabinet, IHerbert
Toover's; medicine ball cabinet,
Franklint Roosevelt’s brain trust

br Harry Truman’s Missouri
riends.

ower. In less than twa years

-fhey have acquired the pattexn

f a ritual, each ste

tags, un--

in Washington, are without pre-
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A” Male Dinner‘s Have Became a Na.l on KMOX at 1 this afternoon.

Edgar Bergen’s guest o
KMOX at 8 {onight will b
Gypsy Rose Lee.

“Increase Your Happiness b
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of Dr. Norman Vincent Peale o
‘ KSD's Art of Living at 8:45 thi
i morning. At £:30 on KSD, Di
Ralph Sockman will be heard o
National Radio Pulpit on “Go
and Chance.” On KSD's Catl
olic Hour at 10:15 tonigh
“Three Roads to God” will b
the topic of the Rev. Joseph I
Manton. ‘

x x x

GREATEST STORY, «
KXOK at 4:20 this afternoco:
will tell the story of two Gal
lean children whose pure fait
leads to a miracle.

Sneakers on KMOX's Churc
of the Air this morning will |
the Rev. @Gerrit T. Vand:
Lught, president of the gener
synod of the Reformeéd Chwre
in America, al 9 o'clock, and (&
| Very Rev. Francis J. Conne:
i dean of the School of Sace:
Theology at the Catholic Unive

sity of America, at 9:30.

I “Don't Be Discouraged” wi
be the sermon topic of the Re
Paul G. Stephan on The L.
theran Hour on KWK at 11:
this morning and KFUO at 2:
this aflernoon.
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GEORGE JESSEL in a pv
gram on KSD at 6 this eveni:
will review 50 years in shc
| bus.ness. )
|  The St. Louis Story on KM
at 12:30 today will be about
.| Automobile Dealers Associatic
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general chat. While T am hope-
{ul that you can attend, I realize
that you already may have en-
zagements which would interfere.
If so, I assure you of my com-
plete understanding, I~ shall
probably wear a dinnér coat, but
a husiness. suit will be entirely
appropriate, With warm personal
regards . ..."”
L * x  H

‘v HANCES are .excellent that
C you won’'t turn déwn the in-
that you’ll show up on the dot
President of the United States,”
says an ald); and that you will
‘wear a dinner jacket. Every
guest has worn one with the
one exception of a presidential

: without dinner clothes and was
invited at the last moment.

~ ~ As you enter the White House
{through. the center door, your
‘name is checked against the guest
‘list and you are shown ‘a ehart
‘with seating arrangements 80 you
:won’t have to hunt for your place
at the dinner table. In His up-
stairs study, the President wel-

" duces you to other guests.” You
may not know anyoné personaily,
but at least several of the faces
will look familiar and some of
‘the names will bé out of the
newspaper headlines. Almost at
. once, you will be on a first-name
basis with everybody but the host.

“Although it was certainly the
most distinguished small group
' T've ever been with, within min-
utes I felt quite as comfortable
. as I would with my own friends,”
;one of the di tinguished guests

recalls, The President loosens
things up  adroitly by moving
from group to group, maybe ex-
plaining the paintings (including
some of his own), his swords and
other mementoes which cover
 the walls.

Dinner is at eight o'clock in
the State Dining Room. Your
name is hand-lettered on a gold-
embroidered place card bearing
- the presidential seal. Next to

it lies a small, brown pen knife,
probably ~with the. initials.
“D.D.E.” and the current month
and year on the main blade. A
shiny penny is attached to an-
othér card ‘nearby. Before you
‘ and the 12 to 21 other diners
sit down, Mr. Eisenhower re-
minds you of the aricient super-
stition that a cutting-edge gift
- must never be accepted withouf’
* token payment. This custom

“1 suggest “that we meet at the 7}
‘White House about half past scv- | his pennies back. Some guesls |

o it devote MARNEAY FBF R8sk 20hUIGHIoR LIRD

“You're just not late for the J

acquaintance ‘who turned up in
- Washington unexpectedly and :

- comes you at the door and intro- |

rance, David and, Winthrop
Rockefeller were on hand, one
_of them announced that the
TRockefellevs never give money
back.
~around, he put his penny In his
-pocket.

“The presidential stags arc not
immune to mishaps. If you had
i been_ present during one certain
| evening,

; Tansed nader Bine. Shortly aftor-
tawvard, the same mab
identical experience ~ with his
. dining room chair. Since he was

punhurt, the double {freak acei- 8

i dent blew up the last remnants
i of formality il new rounds of
i layghter. :

i guests at preceding stags.
was picked by the President as

‘a meal for men. Its piece de

. resistance -is ‘Texas chuckers, @ ©

-broad -breasted = Texas-raised
;game bird like the Himalayan
‘pheasant, and wild wice. Therc
,will also probably be turtle
{ soup, salmon, light wine, green
i salad, apple pie or ice cream.

if you're out of‘luck, you may
| discover——as did our presidents
i far into history—that mass cook-

iery is unpredictable, .even in !

{{he White Iouse. Some stag
! guests, whose stomachs
i countered one of the kitchen’s

the President’s dinner. (“He'll do
something about it,” one old
Tke man says loyally). But their
attention is quickly diverted to
color photos of a chucker in
natural glory. (“This is the bird
you'll be, eating,” says the
Pregident)and theé main business
of the evening: conversation.
[ * Kk k

HE atmosphere s right.

Wives are kept away because

their presence, by White
House tradition, would turn the
stags into starchy state affairs.

one

Smoking, normally taboo

! until after dinner, is permissible
| at any stage of the stag.

| The company also reflects the

: purposes of the host which are,

©as you may have guessed, more

than purely social. Mr., Eisen-
hower uses the*stags to relax
from the tensions of his job and
to speak without having: his
words quoted and weighed

Amid chuckling all .

you would have!
| watched a guest tip his chair
ou 3 back in the study until it col-
vitation (nobody ever has); : lapsed i T
had the -

: Your dinner fare will be about .
i the same as that of your fellow-
Il

en-

‘ off-nights, noted the less-than- ;

gourmet-worthy preparation of. protessional

: UMW'’s

Foreign diplomats are not in- .
{ vited because protocol demands .
{ that .asking
‘ necessitates
i all.

ambassadol |
eventually asking -

" The President doesn’t get all .

-

the loneliness of the world's
toughest job and provide an out-
let for his natural gregarious~
| ness. This, plus Her distant ac-
' quaintance with all-male func-
i tions which Ike attended during
' his Army days, make the stags
" welcome to Mamie Eisenhower,
too.

Your fellow-diners may have
flown in for the evening from
anywhere’ in the nation. Their
pre-occupations and
- backgrounds vary as widely as
their politics. By far the largest
contingent comes from the ranks
of business, including a Who's
Who of jmportant corporations
(Harlow H. Curtice of General
Motors,

has been an
occasional seasoning with big

wheels from labor (CIO’s Walter -
. Reuther, AFL's George Meany,
ohn L. Lewis, etc.), one. -
. of whorh—uinimed here—re- "

portedly said np more than 10
words all evening. ‘

Newspaper and magazine-pub- :
and Cabinet members

-ljshers
have mingled with little-known
attorneys, automobile

public pulse and
notables like -Fred Waring,
ing Berlin and Arthur Godfrey

have been there. So have univer- ,
sity ,presic’ier;t; .dike Princeton’s !
¥, Dadds and Co- !

Dr. Hareld

DINING ROOM AT THE WHITE HOUSE WHER
. : ARE HELD.

~Finally, T{fey Tlet. him  pierce [

Benjamin F., Fairless of §
| U.S. Steel, Leroy A. Lincoln of |
. the Metropolitan Life Insurante ;

i Co., etc.). But there i A. Thomas,

dealers, -
hotel managers and others whao -
can be expecled to have their -
- fingers on some segment of the
purse. Musical !
Irv-:

Harris and Ewing Photograph,
E'THE STAG DINNERS

¢ As you glance arvound the
i table, however, you will note
i that tongue-tied guests are few, :
{ Most of those who have been -
! present mixed widely and well:
 Golf Pro Ed Dudley wilh.:Spy .
! Boss Allen Dulles, for instance;
ﬂ‘%i‘gﬁ'ﬁ's',c Sorge Whitney .
! with the United Steelworkers’
! David McDonald; Bishop Fulton
! J. Sheen with top men from
" General Motors and Hart, Schaff-
ner & Marx; Alfred Gwynne
Vanderbilt witli Marty, Snyder,
{the president’s war-time mess
| sergeant who now runs a bone-
i1 less turkey business.

k. ok Kk
: S T, LOUIS area guests have

included David R. Cal-

houn Jr., president, St.
Louis Union Trust Co.; Charles :
president Mon- :
« santo Chemical Co.; . Arthur -
K. Atkinson, president, Wabash
: Railroag; Willard R. Cox, presi- :
dent, Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of
St. Louis: George C. Hannaway,
{ vice president, T. J. Moss Tie
“"Co.: Pofell B. McHaney, Gen-
eral American Life Insurance
Co.: John M. Olin and Spencer
T. ' Olin, executives of Olin
Mathieson Chemical 'Corp., East
Alton, I1l.> Marion L. J. Lambert,
board chairman, Gale & .Co;
Barak T. Mattingly, attorney and
former G.O.P. national commit-
' teeman from Missouri; James 8.
¢ McDonnell Jr., president of Mc-~
Donnell Aireraft Corp., and Ros-
coe C. Hobbs, president. of
Hobbs-Western Co, and active in

. reaches back to an old English

proverh (‘Do not make a pres- ; around the world. The dinners

“ent of a knife for it will ¢ut | serve him ‘as' a sort of private

© love”) and the President takes | Gallup poll on the nation’s
it seriously. o : ‘thinking as reported by old
“Youve got to give me the . friends and others who, almost

[Tumbia’s Dr. Grayson Xirk; Hol-
¢ tywood lights like Darryl Zanuck
‘and  George Murphy; religious
i figures ]iked ﬁragcis ;gatgiﬁai ,
ol :-Spellman an abbi Abba Hillel ¢ .
! penny back.” he says. “Wwithout exception, wish -him | Siker; and sports headliners like . ?1?3::55 t‘i\ggg dqu?‘s:;g‘g m&’st 1]:1?
‘ x % * ; well. Then, the stags are balloon dlarl Blaik and Lou Little. f yade what littleypfi\'zacysa Presi-
HIS always gets a good | launching platforms where the gonle of the most famous men ! dent has left. And guests who |
laugh and the pennies are - President can test-run ideas ON. . come stiff with awe and never do . talk about their stag dinner ex--
tossed to t]}e host across the ; audiences marked for dlscyct’mn " relax. “They come all choked up | periences at all naturally do so
iable, which is rectangular. The and an abscnse of “yes men.” .54 leave all choked up,” says \l only with the understanding that
President never sits at the head : " gne sympathetic White House as- | they won’t be jdentified. This
but always at the center of one ! sistant who has been a guest . much can be said:
side, as at Cabinet meetings, to himself. “The idea, ‘T'm baving
permit free flow of a si

- ag]ﬁ con- dinner with the President at the
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Republican and St. Louis civic -
affairs.

What sort of talk would you
hear among these men? The




" The President has been amaz-
gly frank ahout hig occasional

}lgﬂppmya tlrofo

eases2
cussing the Lincoln portrait in :

the State Dining Room one |

night, d
been reading up on Lincoln and
found that eyen the great eman-

he remarked that he’d.”

: ment at a stag dinner; Harvard's

oD B8 L EA R 11,00D58R000100070092-2
K

. T, Keller discussed
misgiles; Frank
Tootball,* which

guided
Leahy .talked
caused Ilke to

y recall some of the incidents of
- his, own football days at West

cipator had te make political’

compromises. Anothet time he !

noted his discovery that there are |

.only two kinds of years for

Presidents—the year before elec- ;

tion, when somebody always
thought up reasons why you
shouldn’t try something, and elec-
tion years, when you couldn’t do

- much of anything. o
After about an hour and a
half at dinnep, the party maves

back to the study for coffee, :

. cordials, -cigars, highballs, and
~more talk. - Nothing is too con-
trovergial for the conversational
diet. Some guests deliberately
. restrained ~ themselves
bringing -up. Senator Joseph Mec-
Carthy when he was the hottest
subject in the capital and at

least once the President begged
this troubled topie. |

off from

from

Other times, he expressed him-
self as frankly on the junior .

Senator from Wisconsin as he:

. does on foreign policy, taxes, :

- defense, public power, or the
latest- crises fresh in the news
that evening. - :

The President sometimes ques-

‘tions guests at length: How -is

. buglness in their area? Why

" dot’t more young people get

i info ‘the G.O.P.? . How about

" electing the House of Represent-

! atives only-in presidential years

. to eliminate mid-term ynrest?

The guests may fire questions
back at him: Why doesn’t he give
~more TV talks to sell his. pro-
 gram to the country? Why do

" we spend so Thuch on atomic de-

- velopment and is it worth it?

! Will there be war in Indochina? -

- Will France ever. get a truly
. stable government? What do the
: Rustians res#illy wanf®? Is the
| right to dissent being -curbed in
1 America?
¢ Sometimes the President‘dom-
" inates the talk with briefings,
perhaps #bout NATQ's role in
western defense. Other evenings
he might be thoughtfully slump-
“ed in an’ easy chair, balancing
. a coffee Cup or a highball glass
on his knee. If he is just hack
from the golf course and full of
pep, he may talk a good deal,
slapping his thigh for emphasis.
He never gives the impression
that he is. pumping his guests,
but he often throws a phrase or
question into a discussion. The
.warmer it gets, the better he
likes it. 7 - '

Says the witness of one argu=

ment:

“The give -and take involved
one man who I thought was try-
ing to show how much lre knew. "~
if the man had been my guest,.
1'd have changed the supject.

But the President stayed on the

subject till he finally backed the

man down. I liked that.”

Many of the famous guests, of
course; are top authorities in
their fields, John W. Davis, the
great constittlutional lawyer, has
discussed the

Apprdved

~

: ter she having baby.

Point, .
Guests frequently are- aston-

ished at the amount of informa- .

tion stored in the President's
mind. ““I thought I knew a lot
about the question,” says a
guest, recalling a presidential
estimate of foreign trade prob-
lems, “but the President talked
%}3@ or 25 minutes and covered

felt inspired to work harder
among businessmen.”

field so thoroughly that I .

Sometimes guests lighten their °
host’s burden with jokes (though
no off-color stories, which the -

President is kunown to abhor).
Once, after sighing over Whife
House headaches, he was told

about the Japanese train passen- .

ger who slapped his two sons
and was threatened. with “4rou-
ble” by a fellow-passenger.

“You no ean make trouble for -

me,” said the Japanese. “In
baggage car up front my wife is
in a long box. She dead. In
sleeping -car way back my daugh-

No can .

find husband. Pogo here swal- .
. lowed ticket. Conductor say I'm

on wrong train. No, lady, you
no can make trouble for nme!”
The assemblage roared,
end of the evening, the

: * k&

OCCASIONALLY, toward the
President guides his

{hrough the White House! per-

guests :

haps telling how the chandelier °

in the Blue Room was cut down
to blend in with the rest of the
decor, or how he entered the
White House for the first time
in 1940 as an unknown- officer
with- a message for President
Roosevelt. On these tours the

President also has been, heard

to compliment Mr. Truman on
the face-lifting of the mansion
during the latter's term.

Once, taking a group through
the Lincoln room, Ike pointed

out that the Lincolns rarely :

used the huge bed that still
dominates the chamber.
wood’s Sam Goldwyn got a laugh

Holly-

by. pointing to the telephone and

inquiring:
this?”

“Did they ever usc °

Washington parties close down -

early by tradition and it has
never been too hard to end the
stags between 11 p.um. and mid-
night, although -the President
rarely moves to break them up.

Once, he slapped ¢his thigh and

said:

‘Golly, I guess tomorrow's
& work day for you as well as
me, so we'd better break this up.”
But usually a guest says, “We
shouldn’t keep the President up.”
or. “You've been kind to us, Mr,
President, but I know you want
to get to bed.” S

Sometimes the President sug-

“desls “one for the road.” Other

“the door, perhaps with his arm

3
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around the shoulders of a proud

friend who purchased a new din-

pany off.

PEl

Until recently, there were few

. professional. politicians at the

i York and Leconard - W.
- evenings, he walks his guests to !

|

stags, but last month a new note .
was sounded. The guests were -
frankly picked for their Dolitical -
potency in the Republican party.’
They discussed ways of mould-
ing the G.O.P. in the President’s
“moderate progressive” image'
and how to push along some of.
the party’s fresh young faces.
Gpests at the most recent stag,
Monday night, inctuded former
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of New
! Hall,
chairman of the Natigfal Repub- -
lican, Commiitee. Word in Wash-
ington is that there will be an
entire series of stags at which

K&Bﬁ’s?& Bb"ﬂ‘S&mm.g%Qm his




